Foreword

This reader was prepared within the framework of the Political History
Program (P6-0281: Politicna zgodovina) funded by the Slovenian Research and
Innovation Agency (ARIS), hosted by the Institute of Contemporary History in
Ljubljana (Institut za novejso zgodovino, INZ). Conceived in late 2023, the vol-
ume grew out of the conversations and presentations that took place during a
workshop held at INZ in April 2024. The lively exchanges at that workshop were
crucial in shaping the ideas presented here. We hope this reader takes one of the
first steps in developing further research and collaboration in this direction.

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to all the contributors to this
reader, whose work and engagement have been instrumental in achieving its final
form. Our thanks also go to Ravel Kodri¢, Jurij Perovéek, and Bojan Godesa for
their active participation in the workshop and for enriching our discussions with
their extensive knowledge and insights. Our special thanks go to Borut Praper,
who translated most of the source texts included in this reader, and to Cody James
Inglis, who carefully proofread the manuscript. We are also deeply grateful to
our publishers, Mojca Sorn and Ivan Smiljanié, for their continuous support and
guidance throughout the process, including their assistance with copyright mat-
ters. We would further like to thank Baldzs Trencsényi for his valuable comments
on the concept and introduction of the reader. Finally, we extend our gratitude
to the reviewers, Maria Falina and Marco Bresciani, for their insightful feedback
and the stimulating discussions that helped to improve this work.

It is our hope that this reader will pique the interest of a broad audience and
especially prove useful to students and scholars of Slovenian history and of the
history of political thought in East Central Europe.



