Michal Siminek "German cience Committed an Offence”

. . UDK 001.89:321.64(437.3)"1939/1946"
Michal Snminek

"German Science Committed an Offence”.
German Life Sciences and Czech Post-War
Reflections, 1945-1948"

Immediately after the end of World War Two, debates began in Europe re-
garding the involvement and collaboration of German scientists with the Nazi
regime. Confronted with reality of the horrific atrocities, the shocking testimony
of survivors, and the growing number of concentration camp victims, the issue
became a burning one during the postwar years. For a time, medical experi-
ments on human beings conducted under the Nazi regime occupied the centre of
attention.* A new category of deadly medical experiments and crimes against
humanity was put forward. Between 1946 and 1947, some of the main perpe-
trators of this crime were tried in Nuremburg and yet only a handful of those
who had participated were ever convicted.?

The use (and misuse) of scientific knowledge under modern totalitarian re-
gimes such as German Nazism and Soviet Stalinism had already been discussed
in a broader context at the beginning of the war.? These discussions concerned
not only the humanities but also the life sciences and particularly the biological
disciplines of genetics and anthropology.* Thetragic reality became clear only in
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1945: namely, that leading representatives of the mainstream German academic
community had actively participated in the conceptualization and implementa-
tion of Nazi racial theories and the murderous science that emerged from them.®

Current research indicates that immediate postwar investigations and reflec-
tions were influenced, and indeed limited, by a number of circumstances. First,
there was the enormous and almost inconceivable dimension of the Nazi crimes
that complicated the investigation. Today it is obvious, for example, that subse-
guent investigations were restricted to evidence from concentration camps and
links to the SS medical community. Second, the Allies brought a variety of in-
terests and calculations with them when it came to the potentia exploitation of
the results of Nazi research programmes.® For these and other reasons, the com-
plex of what today is called 'Nazi (pseudo)science' was actualy not reflected in
its totality for along time to come. Moreover, what analysis took place was ex-
tremely fragmented. This was also the case in the many Central European
countries in which academic and social elites had been the subjects of Nazi oc-
cupational policy for many years. These issues became current in many of these
countries, including the former Czechoslovakia, only around the Communist
takeovers of the late nineteen-forties.
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1. Occupational Scientific Policy and the Life Sciences

World War Two and the German occupation of Czech lands (1939-1945)
ushered in a period of new scientific policy to the region. The leading goals of
the policy were to secure German domination in the field of scientific research,
negate scientific universalism, suppress local non-German academic institu-
tions, exploit their financial sources and integrate them into the scientific infra-
structure of the emerging Nazi empire. Another important element of the policy
was the persecution of non-German scientists and their exclusion from estab-
lished international networks.

The first step of the German authorities was the expulsion and persecution of
politically and racially 'undesirable’ scholars and scientists.” According to on-
going research, it can be assumed that more than 150 academic professionals
lost their lives between 1939 and1945 and hundreds more were persecuted.? The
second step of the policy, the elimination of research and academic institutions
governed by local Czech authorities, was carried out only six months after the
beginning of the occupation. It began with the sudden closure of Czech univer-
sities on November 17, 1939. This event was widely reported in foreign media:
"The repression by Germans authorities of Czech students and intellectuals for
their participation in the October 28 |ndependence Day demonstrations has been
ruthless. Many measures were taken in the following days in the city of Prague
but none gave rise to a deeper resentment, nor had more far-reaching effects,
than the closing of the university and technical schools."® At the outset, it was
announced that the closure would remain in force for three years but in fact, the
university and technical schools remained closed until the end of the war in
May1945." The closure also marked the beginning of the material and financial
exploitation of Czech university property. This process reached its climax in
early 1944 with the embezzlement of university bank accounts, foundations,

7 Ute Deichmann: Biologists Under Hitler- Cambridge/Mas., London 1996, pp. 10-59 and for
the German University in Prague Alena Miskova Némecka (Karlova) univerzita od
Mnichova k 5. kvétnu 1945: Vedeni univerzity a obména profesorského sboru [German
(Charles) University From Munich to May 5", 1945: Leadership of the University and
Changes in the Professor Staff]. Praha 2002, pp. 37-83. See aso Prager Professoren 1938—
1948: Zwischen Wissenschaft und Politik [Prague Professors, 1938-1948: Between Science
and Palitics] [= Verdffentlichungen zur Kultur und Geschichte im 6stlichen Europa, Bd. 17].
Essen 2001.
Preliminary results of the ongoing research programme of the Dpt. for the History of Sciences
and Humanities of the Institute for Contemporary History of the Academy of Sciences of the
Czech Republic in Prague; estimated research period is from 2007 to 20009.
Germanization and the University of Prague. In: Nature 144/3655, 1939, p. 892. For com-
parison with the situation in occupied Polish territories see " Sonderaktion Krakau": Die Ver-
haftung der Krakauer Wissenschaftler am 6. November 1939 ["Special Action Krakau": The
Imprisonment of the Scientists from Crakow on November 6™, 1939]. Hamburg 1997.
0 pejiny Univerzity Karlovy (IV. 1918-1990) [History of Charles University, Vol. IV. 1918—
1990], Praha 1998.
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and other organizations. Making matters worse, Czech students were barred
from attending universities in Germany. This restriction was applied until 1942
when a limited number of young Czechs were allowed to study at a number of
specidly selected Germany universities (Altreich). The selected ingtitutions in-
cluded technical, medical, and natural sciences, but none for the humanities.

At the same time they suppressed Czech ingtitutions, Nazi occupational
authorities took a great interest in supporting local German research institutes
and universities. These included the former German University in Prague and
both technical universitiesin Prague and Brno. In autumn of 1939, the 'takeover
by the Reich' was carried out. At that point, the German University in Prague
became an exclusive part of the German research infrastructure. After the Czech
universities were closed, the German Charles University took over the leading
position in the academic landscape not only in the Czech Protectorate but also
in Sudetenland.™* Other institutions, such as the German Academy of Sciences
in Prague (Deutsche Akademie der Wissenschaften) established in 1941 as the
successor to the Society for the Promotion of Science, Arts and Literature, were
heavily supported as well.*> A close connection was established with the leading
research ingtitution in Sudetenland that in 1941 was transformed into the so-
called Sudeten German Institute for Regional History and Geography (Sude-
tendeutsche Anstalt fiir Landes- und Heimatforschung).™® During the war years,
new and politically-oriented research institutions such as the Reinhard Heydrich

™ For comparison see Maria Zarifi: Das deutsch-griechische Forschungsinstitut firr Biologie in

Pirdus, 1942-1944. In: Autarkie, pp. 206-232.
Jana Mandlerov& K zaloZeni Gesellschaft zur Foérderung deutscher Wissenschaft, Kunst und
Literatur [Foundation of the Society for the Promotion of Science, Arts and Literature]. In:
Deéjiny ved a techniky 15, 1982, pp. 13-27; Michael Neumdiller: Piehled déjin Spolecnosti pro
podporu nemecké vedy, umeni a literatury v Cechéach, resp. Nemecké akademie véd v Praze od
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eratur in Bohmen 1891-1945: Materialien zu ihrer Geschichte und Inventar des Archivbestan-
des[Society for the Promotion of Science, Artsand Literature in Bohemia 1891-1945: Histori-
cal Materials and Overview of the Archives File] [= Studia historiae Academiae scientiarum
bohemoslovacae, Seria B/7]. Praha 1994, pp. 19-33; Alena MiSkova: Die Gesellschaft zur
Forderung deutscher Wissenschaft, Kunst und Literatur in Béhmen 1891-1945: Unter-
stitzungstatigkeit — Fachorientierung, soziale und regionale Herkunft der Antragsteller, zetli-
che Entwicklung [Society for the Promotion of German Science, Arts and Literature in Bohe-
mia, 1891-1945: Area of Support, Orientation, Social and Regional Origin of the Applicants
and Development in Time]. In: Germanoslavica Il (VI1I), 1995, pp. 65-72, Alena Miskova:
Postaveni |ékar: ve Spolecnosti pro podporu némecké vedy, umeni a literatury v Cechach
18911945 [The Position of Physicians Within the Society for the Promotion of Science, Arts
and Literature]. In: Acta Universitatis Carolinae — Historia Universitatis Carolinae Pragensis
35/1-2, 1995, pp. 6173 esp. pp. 69-71.
18 see Frantidek Roubik: Sbirky byvalého némeckého viastivedného Gstavu v Liberci [Collec-
tions of the former German Institute of National History and Geography in Liberec]. In: Ca-
sopis Spolecnosti préatel starozitnosti, 1949, pp. 139-144.
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Foundation (Reinhard-Heydrich-Stiftung) were created in Prague.™* After 1943,
leading basic research institutions such as the Kaiser-Wilhelm-Institut tried to
expand into the Czech Protectorate, an example being the Kaiser-Wilhelm-
Ingtitute for the Breeding of Tree Varieties (Kaiser-Wilhelm-Institut fir Baum-
rassenkreuzung).

Today it is awell-established fact that in Nazi Germany a strong favouritism
was shown in the natural sciences for eugenic, racial, and racial biological dis-
ciplines such as hereditary hygiene (Erbhygiene), racial hygiene (Rassenhygi-
ene), racial science (Rassenkunde), and racial biology (Rassenbiologie).™ These
disciplines had been continuously developed since the turn of the twentieth
century and were used to after 1933 provide atheoretical foundation for the of-
ficial Nazi doctrines of protection of hereditary health (Erbgesundheitspflege)
and protection of the race (Rassenpflege).’

In addition to the several state and political institutions, new instituties were
also established between 1939 and 1945 at three faculties of the German Char-
les University in Prague and these acquired central and exclusive status. One
was the Institute for Hereditary and Racial Hygiene (Institut fir Erbund Ras-
senhygiene) at the Faculty of Medicine created in 1939 under Dr. Karl Thums
(1904-1976), aformer student of Munich Professor Ernst Riidin (1874-1952)."

14 Andreas Wiedemann: Die Reinhard-Heydrich-Stiftung in Prag (1942—1945) [The Reinhard-
Heydrich-Foundation in Prague, 1942—1945]. Dresden 2000.

15 See Benno Miiller-Hill: Genetics After Auschwitz. In: Holocaust and Genocide Sudies, 1987,
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The second was the Institute for Racia Biology (Institut fir Rassenbiologie)
established in 1941 at the Faculty of Natural Sciences.’® The latter was chaired
by one of the most prominent racist practitioners of the Third Reich, SS-Colonel
(Standartenfuhrer) Dr. Bruno K. Schultz (1901-1998), professor of physical
anthropology and head of the Racial Office (Rassenamt) within the Main Racia
and Settlement Office of the SS (Rassen-und Siedlungshauptamt der SS) be-
tween 1942-1944.%° One year later the Institute for Social Anthropology and
Folk Biology (Institut fir Sozialanthropologie und Volkshiologie) was estab-
lished at the DKU Faculty of Arts and chaired by sociologist and racial hygiene
theorist Dr. Karl V. Milller (1896-1963).%°

Only after these institutions had hired professional staff, commenced work,
and established themselves as the main academic centres of racia hygiene, racial
biology and hereditary biology (or socia anthropology and folk biology as they
called it), did academics and administrative professionals in these newly estab-
lished and state-promoted disciplinesin the occupied territories begin to carry out
targeted expert interventions policies that were part of the official Nazi health,
population, social, and racia policies? These applications required political
control and regulation, in particular in medical and socia spheres, and were pri-
marily supported and promoted by representatives of specific professional aca-
demic groups, such as German physicians. The analysis of the relations between
considerably diversified fields of genetic science (population genetics, medical
genetics, hereditary pathology, chromosomal heredity, etc.) and racial-biological
constructs based on the traditional descriptive methodology of physical anthro-
pology of the period, was crucial especialy to the situation in Germany, the main
concepts being race (Rasse) and population (Bevolkerung). There was a distinc-
tion between the race system (System-Rasse) on the one hand and the vital race
(Vital-Rasse) on the other hand, recognized in eugenic discussions in Germany
from the very beginning (Alfred Ploetz).* This distinction reflects differencesin
the promotion and understanding of Mendelian clasical paradigm of the time.
From this point of view, it would be justified to discuss not only the situation in
Bohemiaand Moravia and the development of German eugenics, but also the de-
velopment of the so-called German 'special way' or the Sonderweg (Weindling)

8 Siminek, New Discipline, p. 212.

9 |bidem.

2 | bidem, pp. 239-251.

2L Gotz Aly, Susanne Heim: Vordenker der Vernichtung: Auschwitz und die deutschen Plane fir
eine neue europdische Ordnung. Hamburg 1991, Isabel Heinemann: Rasse, Sedlung,
deutsches Blut: Das Rasse- und Sedlungshauptamt der SS und die rassenpolitische Neuord-
nung Europas. Gottingen 2003.

2 paul J. Weindling: Health, Race and German Politics between National Unification and Na-
zism, 1870-1945. Cambridge, New York 1989; Peter Weingart, Jirgen Kroll, Kurt Bayertz:
Rasse, Blut und Gene: Geschichte der Eugenik und Rassenhygiene in Deutschland. Frank-
furt/Main 1992, Peter Weingart: Biology as Society, Society as Biology: Metaphors. Dor-
drecht — Bost 1995.
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that resulted in the murderous science (Mller-Hill) of the totalitarian Nazi po-
litical regime and became an unprecedented political instrument.”® After 1939,
the connection with politics became a casual necessity not only as a means to at-
tain the general acceptance of the central constructs of racial hygiene and racial
biology, but for the implementation of utopian visions of a 'hereditarily healthy'
population in connection with the strategies of Germanization.?* This mutual co-
operation and collaboration between the racially-based (natural) sciences and
political ideology (with its highly visible and fundamentally irrational racia
myths) created a new leading science (Leitwissenschaft) and became the founda-
tion of anew biologistic view of the world (Welthild). The effort to provide sys-
tematic support to this transformation contained both fragmenting and synthe-
Sizing tendencies and was crucial to academic networks connected to the German
University in Prague. At a certain point, the effort was also closely related to the
formulation and gradual technocratic elaboration of wider occupation strategies
and thisin turn resulted in the preparation and implementation of "measures’ that
after World War Two were referred to as genocide.”

2. Reflections and Postwar L egacies

In May 1945 there was no doubt that the German scientific infrastructure in
Bohemia and Moravia will be completely abolished. Such trend was closely
connected not only with the idea of national scientific autarky in renewed Czec-
hoslovak state but also with the collaboration with the newly raising power in
Central Europe, that means Soviet Union. This process ended by the closing of
German universities in Prague and Brno in October 1945.%° The dean of the
Charles University of that period, professor of general biology Jan Bélehrédek
(1896-1980), was charged by the president of the Republic with the ellaborati-
on of a special decree. Its content was discussed among the professors' staff of
the Charles University and the Ministry of Education in Prague. The argumen-
tation used in this decree was obviously historical and political. It should secure

2 paul J. Weindling: The Sonderweg of German Eugenics: Nationalism and Scientific Interna-

tionalism. In: British Journal for the History of Sciences 1989, pp. 321-333.
2 Micha Siminek: Race, Heredity and Nationality: Bohemia and Moravia, 1939-1945. In:
Kjersti Ericsson, Eva Simonsen, Children of World War 11: The Hidden Enemy Legacy, Ox-
ford, New Y ork 2005, pp. 190-211.
Gotz Aly: Endlésung: Volkerverschiebung und der Mord an den européischen Juden [Final
Solution: Displacement of Populations and Murder of the European Jews|, Frankfurt/Main
1995; Henry Friedlander: The Origins of Nazi Genocide: From Euthanasia to the Final Solu-
tion. Chapel Hill, London 1995; Paul J. Weindling: Eugenics and Medical War Crimes after
1945. In: Annual Report — Tartu University History Museum 1999, Tartu 1999, pp. 86-99.
Dekret prezidenta Ceskoslovenské republiky ¢. 122 ze dne 18. fijna 1945 tykajici se zrueni
Némecké univerzity v Praze [Decree of the President of the Czechoslovak Republic No. 122
from October, 18", 1945 that Concerns the Abolishment of the German University in Prague].
In: Shirka zékoni a natizeni Ceskoslovenské republiky, ¢astka 53, 15. 11. 1945, p. 295. See
also A. Miskova, Némeckd (Karlova) univerzita, p. 186.
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the total supremacy both to the Czech Charles University and Technical Univer-
sities in Prague and Brno as it was expressed already during the revolution in
May 1945. All German universities were abolished back to November, 17" 1939
and all academic degrees confered by these institutions were declared null and
void.?” The first postwar minister of education, who was member of the commu-
nist exilein the Soviet Union during the war, professor of musical history Zden¢k
Negjedly (1878-1962), presented this total abolishment of the German universiti-
es as logical consequences of the war against Germany, Germans and fascism.?
In an interesting way, he accused these institutions and their staff not only from
systematical preparations for destruction of Czech "national science and cultu-
re", but also of "fysical destroing of [Czech] nation".? In his argumentation the
use of scientific knowledge was understood as the crucial aspect of "Germaniza-
tion" programmes. Another important point was, however, the embezzlement of
the Czech university property after November 1939.%

As far as the role of science concerns it was often reflected in connection
with the "methodicalness’ and "sophistication" of Nazi terror. This moment was
pointed out also by leading Czech biologists and physicians. Some of them spo-
ke even about special branche of "police science" [Polizeiwissenschaft] that had
used knowledge of many disciplines including psychology, physiology or
dieticy.® All in all it was described as "the products of a diseased mind, but sci-
entific thinking brain".*

About nine professors of medicine of the Charles University in Prague pre-
sented their views and reflections on the Nazi science publicly since June 1945;
al of them stayed in the Protectorate during the German occupation.® They

2 pid.

% 7denzk Nejedly: Kulturni politika t7eti republiky [The Cultural Policy of the Third Republic].
In: Veda a Zivo, 1945, 11/7, pp. 277-279.

2 |pid, p. 278.

%0 Jan Bélehradek: Nemecka veda se prohieSila [German Science Committed an Offence]. In:
Véda a zivot, 1945, 11/7, pp. 284-290, see p. 285.

L Ibid, p. 286. and from own autopsy aso Frantisek Bléha: Zlocin a trest [Crime and Punish-
ment]. Praha 1946, p. 15.

%2 Balehradek, Némecka véda, p. 289 and Josef Charvét: Skody na narodnim zdravi, zavinéné

valkou [Damages on National Health Caused by War]. In: Casopis Lékarsi Ceskych, 1945,

84/19, pp. 641—646.

Vilém Laufberger: Déjiny fysiologie na Karlove univerzité [The History of Physiology at the

Charles University]. In: Casopis Lékari Ceskych, 1945, 84/22, pp. 778-780; Karel Hynek: Za-

hajovaci prednaska 11. ¢ervna 1945 [Introductory Lecture on June, 11", 1945]. In: Casopis

Lékarsi Ceskych, 84/23, pp. 811-814; Karel Klaus: Za valky ve v3eobecné nemocnici [During

the War in the General Hospital]. In: Casopis Lékari Ceskych 84/24 1945, pp. 846-849; An-

tonin Prechectél, Vzpominky a&asové Gvahy [Memories and Contempl ations]. Casopis Lékar

Ceskych, 1945, 84/26, pp. 932-937; Kamil Henner: Uvodni slovo pri zahéjeni prednadek 11.

cervna 1945 [Introductory Word on June, 11, 1945]. In: Casopis Lékasii Ceskych, 1945,

84/27, pp. 968-970; Frantisek Hajek: Proslov [Speech]. In: Casopis Lékari Ceskych, 1945,

84/28, pp. 1009-1011; Bohumil Prusik: Propedeuticka klinika za valecnych 6 |et [ Propaedeutic

Clinics During Six War Y ears]. In: Casopis Lékari: Ceskych, 1945, 84/43, pp. 1569-1571; Hy-
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concentrated mostly on their own experiences from the academic sphere. The
most frequently used issue was the closing of the institutesin 1939, exploatation
of the property, and the role of German scientists in the planing of Germanizati-
on measures.* Also the Czech biologists presented similar views in 1946.%
This argumentation was usually extended into the "moral consequences', that
were considered very seriously especially in medicine. Following this argu-
mentation there was no doubt, that there will be no more place for German me-
dical science in Bohemia and Moravia in the future. As the former dean of the
faculty in 1939, physiologist Vilém Laufberger (1890-1986) stated, it would be
unacceptable even to think about employment of German physicians, "who felt
not embarrassed to conduct the vivisection on man".* Professor of psychiatry
Otakar Janota (1898-1969) postulated very close connection between German
scientists on one side and Nazi medical killing programme ("euthanasia') on the
other. He considered this connection as "simply something unprecedented" .
But Nazi "euthanasia' was not explicitly mentioned in the first general reviews
of the damages on the "national health". These damages were divided into i.
moral and psychological area, ii. nutricion problems, and iii. infectional disea
sess,® Special attention was also devoted to the new achievements in the area of
military medicine.*®

nek Sikl: Hlaviv Ustav za okupace [Hlava's | nstitute During Occupation ]. In: Casopis Lékasi
Ceskych, 1945, 84/32, pp. 1153-1156; Frantidek Ninger: Cesky medik a ceska otolaryngologie
[Czech Physician and Czech Otolaryngology]. In: Casopis Lékarsi Ceskych, 1945, 84/30, pp.
1079-1084; FrantiSek H§ek: Soudni Iékarstvi za valky [Forensic Medicine During War]. In:
Casopis Lékarii Ceskych, 85/117 1946, pp. 199-205; Kamil Henner: Lékarska fakulta univer-
zity Karlovy v prvém roce obnovené svobody [Medical Faculty of the Charles University in the
- First Y ear of Renewed Liberty]. In: Casopis Lékar: Ceskych, 1946, 85/18, pp. 618-620.
Ibid.

% J. Mélka: Osudy biologickych Gstavi na Masarykové universits v Brné za vdesnych let

1939-1945 [The Faits of Biological Institutes at the Masaryk University in Brno During War

Y ears 1939-1945]. In: Biologické Listy, 1946, 27/1-2, pp. 5-7; J. Babi¢ka: Ustavy prirodo-

vedeckeé fakulty university Karlovy za némecké okupace [The Institutes of the Faculty of Sci-

ence of the Charles University During German Occupation]. In: Biologické Listy, 27/1-2, pp.

7-10. See aso Konec hriizy [The End of Horror]. In: Vesmir, 1944-1945, 23/8-10, p. 151—

152.

V. Laufberger, Dgjiny, p. 780.

7 Otakar Janota: Druhé svétova vélka a duSevni poruchy [The Second World War and Mental
Deficiencies]. In: Casopis Lékarii Ceskych, 1945, 84/31, pp. 1096-1101, see p. 1101.

% J. Charvét, Skody, pp. 641-646; Josef MaSek: O poruchach vyzivy za valky [About the De-
fects of Nutrition During War]. In: Casopis Lékari Ceskych, 1946, 84/21, pp. 713-717, 19486,
84/22, pp. 767-772; O. Janota, Druh& svétova vélka, pp. 1096-1101; Josef Charvat: The In-
fluence of War on Health Conditions in Czechoslovakia. In: Medical Science Abused: Ger-
man Medical Science as Practised in Concentration Camps and in the socalled Protectorate —
Reported by Czechoslovak Doctors, Praha 1946, pp. 5-13; ibid, Vyvoj |ékarstvi v posledni
valce [The Development of Medicine in the Last War]. Praha 1947.

%9 J. Ligkutin: Lékarské zkuenosti z druhé svetové vélky [Medical Experiences from the Second
World War]: Inter-Allied Conference on War Medicine Convened by the Roya Society of
Medicine. Praha 1948.
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Pointing out the systematical importance of science and expert knowledge,
the collective responsibility of the German scientists was postulated as well. For
sure, the local experience was of eminent importance: "Did the university profes-
sors, this 'elite’ of German nation, sentence all what was happened in the con-
centration camps and what they accepted by being silent, or what they were also
part of ? First they will be aggrieved, then they will be silent, then they will tell us
lies and after that oppose. As we know from experience, many around the world
will believe them."* According to the brutal treatment of Czech inteligentsia,
especially university staff and students, aimost every postwar comments dealt
with the commemoration of collegues or friends who did not survive the Nazi
treatment in concentration camps or prisons. Some of them were even appointed
to professorshipsin memoriam shortly after the end of war because of their survi-
ved colleagues. Immediately after the end of war, the series of specia articles
commemorating them were published too. In this way the process of postmortal
satisfaction on one side and a very close tie of the Czech scientific community
with the collective memory of Czech society on the other was created.

Another important and central topic was the Nazi racism. Especially biolo-
gists demonstrated the absurdity of Nazi racial theories (natural inequality, raci-
a hierarchy, inbreeding etc.) on the examples of population genetics.”* This po-
sition can not surprise because of the same position before the war in the late
1930s.* The role of racism was seen very central and significant as far as the
German science and Nazi crimes concerned. According to these critics the Nazi
life sciences could be called "pseudoscience”, because it was primarily driven
by ideology and political power: "The Naz researchers begann to deal with a
new kind of science. This science should vindicate all their violence and atroci-
ties. Many of German physicians and biologists served to this Nazi pseudosci-
ence."* Politics (and ideology) of German national socialism was seen as the
reason for the misuse of life sciences in Germany from 1933 to 1945.* As its
main components were seen i. the extension of physical (racial) and hereditarily
based differencies into the mental (psychological) sphere and ii. the thesis about
the supremacy of one race over the another.” But on the other hand the
variability of mankind and hereditary (genetic) predispositions for the physical
traits of man were considered as scientificaly based, relevant facts.*® As the ob-

40 Konec hrsizy [The End of Terror]. In: Vesmir, 194445, 23/8-10, pp. 151-152, see p. 151. See
also F. Bléha, Zlogin, pp. 30-32.

41 J. Belehradek, Némecka véda, p. 286-288, Jiti Maly: Rasy a rasismus [Races and Racism].

In: Vesmir, 1945, 24/1, pp. 1-8, see pp. 2 and 6.

Rovnocennost evropskych plemen a cesty k jejich uSlech7ovani [The Equality of the European

Races and the Ways of Their Betterment]. Praha 1934. See J. Maly, Rasy, p. 1.

8 J. Bélehradek, Némecka véda, pp. 290. See dlso J. Maly, Rasy, p. 6.

4 ), Maly, Rasy, pp. 1 and 6-8.

% |bid and for psychology see Vladimir Tardy: Neémecka psychologie za nacismu [German Psy-
chology During Nacism]. In: Veda a Zivo, 1947, 13/4, pp. 170-176.

% J. Maly, Rasy, pp. 1-2.
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jects (and victims) of this "new science" were mentioned Jews at the first place
and Slavs at the second.*” Another very present motive were the nationalistic
tendencies, opportunism and sadism of German scientists.”® All together was
regarded as "unbelieveble, until recently unknown and to the next generations
only hardly understandable invention of means and whole systems used for
mass bestial tortment and murdering of humankind".*

Concerning the role of Darwinism, especialy socia Darwinism, only few
remarks occured. If it happened, then the Nazi scientists were mostly accused of
making "improper analogies'.* The most concrete proofs were presented by
the practical physicians who gathered their own experiences with the practical
measures of the Nazis against tuberculosis.® As one of the practical con-
sequence was directly mentioned the method of segregation [Ausschaltung] of
theill and —in the most extreme form — also "euthanasia’.>

However, as by many other contemporaries the relation between eugenics
and racia theories was usually not further explored. In some cases eugenics was
still understood as a kind of applied science, mostly in the area medicine.> Only
exceptionaly the "Nazi eugenics', or "racial eugenics' and "racial hygiene" was
mentioned.> The British concept of "social biology" or "social genetics' was
understood as leading for the future.> For example its prominent figure, biolo-
gist John B. S. Haldane (1892-1964) hold a lecture called "About Fascism in
Biology" on September, 18", 1946 in Prague; he was invited by J. B&lehradek.>®
In the same year also his book "Marxism and Natural Science" was transated
into Czech and published in Prague.*’

47 J. Bélehradek, Némecka véda, p. 287.

% ). Belehradek, V&da, pp. 18-21 and Jan Konopik: Zprava o cinnosti zdravotné-sociélni ko-

mise pri Zemském narodnim vyboru [Report on the Activities of the Health and Social Com-

mission by the Regional National Committeg]. In: Veéstnik Ceskoslovenskych Lékari, 1945,

57/17-18, pp. 227-228.

Jan Floridn: Kéz osud nasii lidstvo uchrani!: Politicko-l1ékarska ivaha [May We and Mankind

be Protected by Faith!: Political and Medical Essay]. In: Véstnik Ceskoslovenskych Lékaiii,

1945, 57/33-34, pp. 435-436.

%0 J. Belehradek, Némecka véda, p. 287.

51 Vladimir Pospi&il: Rasismus a tuberkulosa [Racism and Tuberculosis]. In: Véda a Zivot, 1947,

13/10, pp. 450-457.

Ibid, pp. 451 and 453-455 and see also Marie Voprsdova Pathologie prava [Pathology of

Law]. In: Veéda a Zivot, 1947, 13/2, pp. 49-52, see p. 451.

%3 Bohumil Sekla: Dédichost v prirode a ve spolecnosti [Heredity in Nature and Society]: Praha:

Zivot a préce 1948, pp. 264-282. See also Karel Hruby: Tvofime s prirodou: Prakticka ge-

netika [We Are Creating Together With the Nature: Practical Genetics], Praha 1946 (2™ edi-

tion).

J. Maly, Rasy, p. 7 and V. Pospi§il, Rasismus, p. 452.

%, Belehradek, Némecka véda, pp. 248-263 and 282.

% O fagismu v biologii: Prednaska prof. J. B. S Haldane [About the Fascism in Biology: The
Lecture of Professor J. B. S. Haldane]. In: Lidova Demokracie, 18. 9. 1947, p. 2.

5 J.B. S. Haldane: Marxisticka filosofie a pirodni vedy [The Marxist Philosophy and the Sci-
ences]. Praha: 1946.
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Between 1945 and 1948 the most radical critism of the Nazi life sciences
came from communist or strongly left oriented thinkers and intellectuals. Very
special position among them took professor of philosophy at the Moscow
university, called also "red professor”, Arno&t Kolman (1892-1979). In 1915 he
became the prisoner of war in Russia, after 1917 joined the Red Army, became
a member of Russian Bolshevik party and worked in the 1920s and 1930s in
propaganda division of the Central Committee of the Soviet communist party.
Immediately after the end of war he was ordered to Prague. In this period he al-
so systematically dealt with the topic of science and Nazism, however his
explanations were strongly ideological and in many ways contradicting. For
example, he saw Darwin as the great "revolutionary thinker" (sicl) in commu-
nist sence and Darwinism as a necessary part and partial of the "socialist scienti-
fic world view" championed by the Soviet Union.”® But in the same year he was
able to describe Darwinism as "created for the intelectualls, who are craftily
calling for the modern natural science".*® According to the doctrine of dialectic
materialism any usage of biological, especialy genetic knowledge was rejected
as an experssion of "fascist biology or medicine", that was misused "for killing
of children, elderly, and ill people".® Although he was able to make difference
between "fascist German biology”, shortly after that he generally declared
anthropology, psychology, and social hygiene to be "disciplines through and
through forged by the fascists'.® In relation to the Nazi racism and antisemi-
tism, central role played to him "pseudoscientific formal genetics' that postula-
ted general validity of the Mendel principles lead from the forced sterilizations
to the Nazi "euthanasia"' programme.®? He even did not hesitate to call them as
"beastly principles'.®® Racism together with the state sovereignty and imperia-
lism were the main foundations of "fascist imperialism” that he made responsi-
ble for all killing and perversions during the WW2.%* But he was not able to
present any further and sophisticated analysis of the connections between mo-
dern life sciences, especialy medicine and biology, and Nazi racism. At one ti-
me he declared that "racism has nothing to do with science", and at the another
time he considered that the Nazi ideology was "rugged mixture including mat-
ter-of-fact 'scientific' thinking".® Similar views were presented also by another
authors. Some of them were physicians who openly spoke about the crimes

% Arnod Kolman: Sovetska veda [The Soviet Science]. In: Tvorba, 1946, 22/15, pp. 228-230;
ibid, Pednasky a diskuse [L ectures and Discussions]. Praha 1947, pp. 8-9.

% A. Kolman, Prednésky, p. 7.

% Arno¥ Kolman: Véda a spolechost [Science and Society]. In: Tvorba, 1946, 22/1, p. 2-3, see
p. 2.

Ibid, p. 2; ibid, Ideologie nemeckého faSismu [Ideology of German Fascism]. Praha 1946, p.
52.

%2 Ibid, pp. 87-89.

% Ibid, p. 82.

% |bid, pp. 54, 36, 39, 65. See also Karel Hoch: Pangermanismus [Pangermanism]. Praha 1946.

% Ibid, pp. 42, 65, 81, 86.
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committed by the German physicians in the name of their class, race and "racia
science".®

During the war many thousands of citizans of the interwar Czechoslovakia
passed through the gates of the Nazi concentration and annihilating camps. Spe-
cia category of postwar reflections were the testimonies of persecuted experts
who were among them. Undoubtebly the most famous was former physician of
the city of Jihlava[lglau], FrantiSek Bldha (1896-1979). Being arrested in 1939
and hold in several prisons (Prague, Brno, Terezin, Dresden, Plauen, Regens-
burg, Munich), he became in April 1941 to Dachau. After short time he was
allowed to serve as the physician and surgeon. In this position he was forced to
carry out more than 12000 "obductions". This was the reason why he could de-
livere very worth description of the horrible and deadly conditions in Dachau
concentration camp after the end of WW?2 from the medical point of view.®” His
testimonies were of such an importance that he was brought as a major witness
at the IMT in Nuremburg.®® He synthetised and presented his autopsy in several
papers and publications. As a sort of synthesis may be considered his more than
230 pages book called "Medicina na scesti" [Medicine Abused] that was publis-
hed in Prague in 1946 for the first time.** He dealt with the topic from several
perspectives including the general description of the conditions in Dachau con-
centration camp,” particular etiology of local typhus epidemy, tuberculosis,”
the role of German medical staff and "experts',” carring out of inhuman
experiments,” the horrible treatment of old and invalid people,” killing of Iu-
natic prisoners,’ the offical visits of Nazi authorities’ etc. Becaming "killers —

% Ales Salich: "Vedecké" koreny fagismu [The "Scientific' Roots of Nazism]. In: Tvorba, 1945,

14/8, p. 119.

5 Frantigek Bléha: Medicina na scesti [Medicine Abused]. In: Casopis Lékarsi Ceskych, 1945,

84/29, pp. 1043-1050; ibid, Zlocin a trest [Crime and Punishment]. Praha 1946, Jaci byli
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13.1. 1946, p. 1.
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1948, and in Slovak version, Medicina na Sikmej ploche [Medicine on the Slippery Slope].
Bratislava 1964.

" F. Bldha, Medicina, pp. 11-34.

" Ibid, pp. 97-103.
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™ |bid, pp. 60-90.
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experimentators and torturers in the name of their German science", he
explained, was first of all the result of "betrayal of medical ideals".” Especially
after 1947 he pointed out the approach of the American and British investiga-
tors very critically.”

Similar testimony was left by professor of surgery and head of the Surgical
Clinic at the Faculty of Medicine of the Masaryk University in Brno [Brinn] Jo-
sef Podlaha (1893-1975). He was arrested by the Gestapo and sent to the Maut-
hausen concentration camp.* Similarily to Bléha, he presented his witness
shortly after the end of war; he was one of the several Mauthausen prisoners who
witnissed before the American Criminal Investigation Committee (C.1.C.) in
19458 He focused mostly on the nature and methodology of Nazi mass killing,
gave the overview about particular diseases in Mauthausen and their treatments
methods, and dealt with the Nazi experiments (hormonal experiments, diet
experiments and of prophylactic sera) in Mauthausen as well.** For 1944 he
mentioned also the action "14f13", obviously in accordance with T4-killing cen-
trein Hartheim bei Alkoven in Lower Austria[Niedertsterreich]: "In 1944 some
2973 patients were taken to the Ybbs Nursing Home for Tubercular Patients. In
course of time all of them were listed as dead."® His assessment of the German
medical staff was asfollows: "In the light of my experience from the concentrati-
on camp of Mauthausen as a prisoner-surgeon | hereby certify, that the German
doctors were intentionally and trained to deprive the prisoners of life. This they
did, in general, brutally, without medical ethics and deliberately. Some methods
were dictated directly from Berlin, such astheintracardial injections of different
congtitution. The German doctors in most cases lacked conscience and
responsibility, worked in a slip-shod way and their medical knowledge was
compar atively poor. None of them ever raised objection to the commanders' or-
ders for medical reasons, and the orders were blindly carried out, even though
they were against medical principles. Their conduct of life was mostly immoral
and disagreed with the most primitive principles of professional ethics."®

Also another Moravian academician, Véaclav TomaSek (1893-1962), who
was professor of bacteriology at the same university gave very worth overview

8 F. Blaha: Medicina na scesti. In: Casopis Lékari Ceskych, 1945, 84/29, p. 1043, ibid, Zlogin,
pp. 28-29, 31.

™ F. Blha, Medicina na scestf, pp. 1043-1049, ibid, Zlogin, p. 13, 31 and V&dci, pp. 86-91, see

pp. 86-87, 90. See UIf Schmidt, Justice at Nuremburg: Leo Alexander and the Nazi Doctors

Trial. New York 2004.

Josef Podlaha: Surgery and Medical Care of the Prisoners in the Mauthausen Concentration

Camp. In: Medical Science Abused: German Medical Science as Practised in Concentration

Camps and in the socalled Protectorate — Reported by Czechoslovak Doctors. Praha 1946, pp.

58-75.
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8 |bid, pp. 64-72.
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of the conditions in several Nazi concentration camps, especialy about the
existence of the Hygienic Institute of the SS in Auschwitz.®* He was arrested by
the German secret police in 1941 and became first the prisoner in Mauthausen
and after that (end of 1943) in Auschwitz. He served as a bacteriologist both in
the local so called hospital. When the Hygienic Institute [Hygiene Institut] of the
SSwasformed, he was assigned to it as an expert in thefield of bacteriology.® In
January 1945 he was "evacuated" back to Mauthausen where he was liberated by
the U.S. Army in May 1945. As a member of its staff he described equipment,
structure, as well as the diagnosis and illnesses and activities of the SS
physicians.®” He commented their erudition and motivation like this: "Young
German doctors, headed by a 27-years old, were in charge of thisinstitute... The
German doctors were in constant fear of sabotage and therefore put rough SS
men in charge of each department. These men, lacking any scientific education,
were unable to control the scientific work but could make life very unpleasant by
the use of their fists, bullying and all sorts of cunning tricks."®

Asfar as the the Czech daily press concerns the use (and misuse) of science
in Nazi Germany as a topic was not extensive between 1945 and 1948. It was
mostly medicine that was usually mentioned in connection with the inhuman
experiments and their investigation.®® Especially the German physicians became
in the center of attention during the medical process in Nuremburg in 1946 and
1947.%° But even in this case the Nazi "euthanasia’ was not mentioned
separately. For example, Karl Brandt (1904-1948) should be charged, accor-
ding to the news, because of "medical experiments that caused death of several
hundreds tausend people".®* The most sophisticated information gave one
member of Czechoslovak delegation at the IMT, even though his data were very
inaccurate.”? According to him Nazi "euthanasia’ programme was part of a"hu-
ge plan for annihilation of races and nations".*

8 Véclav Tomések: Bakteriologie v Mauthausenu a v Osveétimi [Bacteriology in Mauthausen

and Auschwitz]. In: Véda a Zivot, 1945, 11/8, pp. 402—413; ibid, Oswieczim. In: Medical Sci-
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Povzetek

"Nemska znanost je storila prekrsek”: Nacisticna zloraba znanosti
(antropologije in genetike) in razlogi za ukinitev nemskih
znanstvenih ustanov na ¢eSkem ozemlju, 1945-1946

Se do nedavnega se je vegina zgodovinskih $tudij osredoto¢ala predvsem na
nacisticno uni¢evanje znanosti, izgon judovskih znanstvenikov z univerz in
drugih znanstvenih ustanov ter spodkopavanje intelektualnih in demokraticnih
ai liberalnih vrednot. Potreben pa je tudi pogled z druge perspektive. Podrob-
nejSi pogled na zgodovino znanosti v ¢asu nacizma namre¢ pokaze, da so neka-
tere discipline, kot sta na primer fizika in matematika, zaradi politi¢ne situacije
res trpele, so pa druge discipline v tem ¢asu cvetele, na primer antropologija,
¢loveska genetika in razne izpeljane oblike rasnih znanosti.

V casu okupacije ¢eskih ozemelj med letoma 1939 in 1945 je postala Praga s
Sv0jo znanstveno infrastrukturo nov pomemben center na zemljevidu znanosti
"nove" Evrope pod nacisticno vladavino. Kljuéno vlogo je imela predvsem
Nemska Karlova univerza (Deutsche Karls-Universitét), ki se je po letu 1939
zacelaprikazovati kot "najstarejSa nemska univerza'.

Tako v skladu s "prakti¢nimi" genocidnimi ukrepi nacisticnega reZzima kot z
novo vrsto dolgoro¢nega strateSkega natrtovanja na podrogju rasne, populaci-
jske in narodnostne politike [Rassen-, Bevélkerungs- und Volkstumspolitik] je
bilo v okviru univerze DKU v letih med 1939 in 1942 ustanovljenih ve¢ novih
in&titutov, na katerih nagj bi se zdruzevali izsledki bioloskih raziskav.

Leta 1939 (1940) je bil na Medicinski fakulteti DKU ustanovljen Indtitut za
dednostno in rasno higieno [Institut fir Erb- und Rassenhygiene], katerega glav-
ni namen je bilo izvajanje "dednostne in rasne nege"' [Erb- und Rassenpflege].
Temeéljil je naa) Zakonu o preprecevanju potomcev z dednimi boleznimi iz leta
1933 in na b) protijudovskih Nuremberskih zakonih iz leta 1935. Za direktorja
in&tituta je bil imenovan Dr. Karl Thums (1904-1976), bliznji sodelavec pro-
fesorja Dr. Ernsta Rudina (1874-1952), takrat vodilnega nemskega psihiatra,
iznajditelja programa "evtanazija' in guruja nemske Sole rasne higiene.

Leta 1942 je bil na Filozofski fakulteti ustanovljen In&titut za socialno antro-
pologijo in narodnostno biologijo (Institut fir Sozialanthropologie und Volks-
biologie). Za direktorja je bil postavljen sociolog Dr. Karl Vaentin Mller
(1896-1963), ki si je v uporabno sociologijo prizadeval vkljuciti rasne in ded-
nostne komponente, hkrati pa je delal tudi kot strokovni svetovalec na Uradu
Reichsprotektorja [Amt des Reichsprotektors] v Pragi.

Leta 1942 je hil na Fakulteti za znanost ustanovljen Se tretji in hkrati na-
jmanj§ Indtitut za rasno biologijo pod vodstvom vodje Rasnega urada v okviru
Glavnega urada za rase in naseljevanje SS (Rassen- und Siedlungshauptamt der
SS), profesorja fizicne antropologije, Dr. Bruna Kurta Schultza (1901-1998).
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Glavna naoga indtituta je bila izpopolnitev meril za rasno selekcije z antro-
poloskega vidika.

Po letu 1942 so vodje teh indtitutov tesno sodelovali pri ve¢ projektih v
okviru fundacije Reinhard-Heydrich-Stiftung in Sole varnostne policije (Reich-
sschule der Sicherheitspolizel und SD) ter tako postali neke vrste "think-tank™
skupina nacisti¢nih obvestevalcev in akademikov.

V tem prispevku Zelim glede nainstitucionalni razvoj in osebne zveze i) os-
vetliti vlogo, ki so jo ti znanstveniki igrali ali poskusili igrati pri sprejemanju,
upravljanju in izvajanju nacisticnih rasnih programov in programov rasne
higiene, ii) obravnavati reakcijo ¢eskih znanstvenikov in oblasti takoj po koncu
vojne v letih 1945 in 1946. Osredotocil pa se ne bom na uradne povojne pre-
iskave, temvec narazli¢ne nacine sploSnega utemeljevanja tega grozljivega no-
vega zagona zlorabe biomedicinske znanosti s strani nacistov v obdobju med
letoma 1939 in 1945.
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